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take effect. She was forced to make acquaintances in her adopted country and to win her husband by kindness as she had failed to do by tantrums. As long as Buckingham lived she could never hope for much intellectual intimacy with Charles. That was all given to the man whom the King considered the most brilliant, and knew to be tie most devoted, of his subjects. Compared to him, Henrietta Maria seemed to her husband a simple girl, on whom he was prepared to expend all his domestic affection, but who could not occupy his serious attention. From this inauspicious beginning, ultimately arose a married lova which has seldom been surpassed.
But we must return to the autumn of 1625 and the problems then confronting the King and his chief Minister. Buckingham could see that his former popularity had disappeared, and though his credit was as strong as ever with the King, his power of carrying out his grandiose schemes would be hopelessly crippled without the moral and financial support of the nation. He hoped that one spectacular victory against Spain would restore him to his countrymen's hearts and loosen their purse-strings for the future. He thought that their obvious distrust of the King's policy and his Minister was due to temporary misunderstandings and the failure of Mansfelt's expedition. He never realised that his popularity had been but temporary as largely due to his opposition to King James over the Spanish marriage. As soon as it became clear that he stood for monarchical authority against Parliamentary encroachment he became the butt of all the envy and hatred his elevated position could